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malaria and certain diseases of tho digestive system—gastritis,dilatation 
of tho stomach, gastric atony, ulcer of the stomach, gastric neuroses, 
enteritis, colitis, etc., and some now subjects hnvo been introduced, of 
which bubonlo plague, gastrontosis, gastric analysis, and Relchmann's 
disease may be mentioned. While some may question the utility of 
such books, it must appear evident that In the present stnto of medical 
education, especially in view of the Increase of the system of compul¬ 
sory recitations, a good manual Is of much servico to junior students. 
Of the many manuals on the subject, Lockwood's is one of tho best. 
In tho main, it is accurate; its subject-matter is arranged after the 
classification of Osier, and it contains but little obsoleto matter. As a 
preliminary to tho study of the more oxtended and complelo text books, 
it may bo recommended to junior students for use under tho guidance 
of ft competent instructor, A. 0. J. K. 


Simon’s Clinical Diagnosis. A Manual op Clinical Diagnosis nv 
Means of Microscopical and Chemical Methods, for Students, 
Hospital Physicians, and Practitioners. By Charles E. Simon, 
M,D. Fourth edition, revised. Illustrated, Philadelphia and New York : 
Lea Brothers A Co, 

Thr task of tho roviewer is rendered at onco easy and more difficult 
by tho fact that tho book has met with almost unexampled popular 
success. Dr. Simon’s text-book appeared at tho psychical moment. 
Tho medical profession had been prepared by von Jaksch’s work on 
tho same subject, and yet that work did not appear to be absolutely 
adapted to American needs. Dr. 8imon’s book, however, seemed to 
meet the requirements perfectly; it was scientific in tone, and yet suffi¬ 
ciently elementary to enable iU user to understand not only what he 
was doing, but why he waB doing it, and it was and is sufficiently thor¬ 
ough to give not only tho details of the various clinical investigations, 
but also their rationale and significance. ^ Moreover, it includes valu¬ 
able discussions upon such important subjects ns albuminuria, glyco¬ 
suria, and a host of kindred subjects, all within the scopo of the oil ideal 
diagnostician. Not the least important feature of a medical text-book 
is the style in which it is written. It has not been our good fortune 
to read a book on this subject—and wo are familiar with many— 
in which the stylo adds bo much to the matter as in the present volume. 
There is, perhaps, nothing more difficult in literary composition than 
the accurate and clear description of a scientific method. So many of 
tho procedures seem to come almost at once, and to he inextrica¬ 
bly combined with one another, that it to almost impossible to glvo 

a clear, consecutive, and satisfactory account. And yet Dr. Simon has 
accomplished this nearly impossible feat perhaps ono hundred times or 
more in reference to some of the most complicated and difficult of tho 

laboratory methods. Thero will of necessity bo a difference of taste 

regarding what should be selected to comprise such a book. Thero is 
no question that It could readily have been mado twice as large as it Is, 
and yet hot have covered the field entirely. In fact, the enormous 
amount of work that has been done on this subject, properly abstracted, 
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would fill ft system rather than a volume. It might have been advisa¬ 
ble to introduce ft brief discussion of Talqvurt s method of estimating 

hemoglobin. The Widal reaction la given a rather scant description 

when one considers its extraordinary importance in the diagnosis or 
exclusion of typhoid fever. No mention is made of the confusion which 
may exist between infection with the paratyphoid and the true typhoid 
bacillufl; nor la mention made of the alleged fact that in case* of jaun- 
dico tho blood gives a typhoid reaction. Wo think t would bo well 
to mention some of the extensive experiments that have been made 
upon the serum reaction of the tubercle bacillus and the fact that 
agglutination of the pneumococcus has also been obtained, lhe 
description of the introduction of the stomach-tube and the withdrawal 
of the stomach contents is careful and accurate. It might have 
been mentioned that very frequently the withdrawal of the contents 
Is greatly facilitated by having the patient Ho down. Dr. Simon 
i 8 unqualifiedly in favor of Topfer's test for free hydrochloric acid. 
Other Investigators are by no means so positive, and it might have 
been well to suggest that on this subject there is considerable dif- 

ferenco of opinion. Of course, as tho clinical results aro chiefly 
comparative, it makes really very little difference what method is 
employed so that it gives fairly conBtaut results. The description of 
the examination of tho feces is perhaps less satisfactory than other parts 
of the book. It is a subject that Is generally shirked by investigators. 
Presumably the most important constituent from tho stand-point of 
diagnosis is tho fat and its derivatives. We could have wished a more 
accurate method for its estimation. Nothing is said concerning the 
investigations of Schmidt upon tho early and late fermentation of the 
feces and its significance, although this is a very easy method to 
employ, and Schmidt occupies a sufficiently distinguished place in clin¬ 
ical medidno to render his statements worthy of consideration. In the 
section on tho urino Dr. Simon is thoroughly at home. It is one of the 
most satisfactory and thorough articles that has over been written on this 
subject. Not the least valuable and interesting part of the book are the 
brief chapters appended upon transudate and exudate, the examination 
of cystic contents, of tho cerebro spinal fluid, and of the secretion of the 

66 In fl co°n r Eon,it gives us pleasure cordially to recommend the book as 
tho beat extant on this subject. 


Syrmr.is: A Symposium. New York: E. I). Treat Co., 1902. 

Tma Httlo volume presents in a compact form tho contributions of 
seventeen well-known Byphilographers. They were originally written 
for tho International Medical Magazine, and, as the writers are ail well 
known in their special line, the articles are all of some value. It is, 
moreover, interesting to have in a handy form the latest expressions of 
opinion concerning tho subject from so many writers, each of whom 
treats the subject as he sees it in his own special line of work. 



